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CONPIDENTIAL GUATEMALA 0384 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PBOR, GT, BH,UK 

SUBJ: BELIZE: UK WILLING REDUCE GARRISON IF GUATEMALA AGREES TO 
TALKS 

REF: (A) GUATEMALA 330 (B) GUATEMALA 62 

1. BRITISH CONSUL MCQUILLAN JANUARY 19 TOLD EMBOPPS AND 
ARA/CEN DIRECTOR WEISSMAN THAT WHEN HE HAD GIVEN SANCHEZ 
(GUATEMALAN FONOPP) THE BRITISH OPFER TO RESUME NEGOTIATIONS 
ON BELIZE FEBRUAYR 9, SANCHEZ HAD ONCE AGAIN, AS HE HAD 
OPTEN IN PREVIOUS WEEKS, PRESSED MCQUILLAN FOR SOME INDI- 
CATION THAT UK INTENDED TO REDUCE THE SIZE OR EQUIPMENT 

OP ITS GARRISON IN BELIZE. 

2. MCQUILLAN SAID HE TOLD SANCHEZ, UNDER INSTRUCTIONS, 

THAT ONCE GOG AND UK HAD REACHED AGREEMENT ON DATE AND 
PLACE OP RESUMED TALKS, HE THOUGHT HE COULD ASSURE 
SANCHEZ THAT EARLY AND PAVORABLE CONSIDERATION WOULD 
BE GIVEN TO SOME REDUCTION IN GARRISON. MCQUILLAN 
COMMENTED TO US THAT THIS PORULA WOULD ENABLE GOG 

TO SAY THAT IT HAD AGREED TO DEPINITE DATE POR RE- 
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BRITISH CUTBACKS, WHILE HMG COULD SAY IT HAD AGREED 
TO REDUCTION IN FORCE ONLY AFTER DEFINITE AGREEMENT 
TO TALKS. 

3. CONSUL SAID THAT THERE IS STILL SOME OPPOSITION BY THE 
MILITARY IN BELIZE AND LONDON TO SAY CUTBACK IN FORCES. HE 
ASSUMED THAT PREMIER PRICE HAD ACCEPTED THE REDUCTION 
(LINKED TO AGREEMENT TO RESUME TALKS) DURING HIS 
RECENT CONSULTATIONS IN LONDON, OR ELSE THE ASSURANCES 
TO THE GUATEMALANS WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN AUTHORIZED. 

4. MCQUILLAN SAID HE HAD NOT RECEIVED ANY WORD ON 
WHETHER GOG ACCEPTED THIS FORULA OR AN COMPOSITION 
OF GUATEMALAN DELEGATION. 

ANDREWS 
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